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SURFECT: Re-esiahiishment of the Recreanon Resource Advisory Commitiees
Charter

ISSUE:

The Forest Service 15 requesting approval to re-establesh the chaner for the Recreation Resource
Advisory Committees {Eecreation RACS) in order 10 contimue carrying oul the requiremenets of
the Federal Lands Recrentiom Enhancement Act. The Recreation RACs operate in the Pacific
Northwest, Pacific Scothwest, Eastern, and Souwthern Regions of the Forest Service and the 5 tae
of Corloade.

BACKGROLUND:

The Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement AL (Pub L, No, TO8-447) (P77 A, sigeed mio law
Drecember 8, 2004, gives the Secretary of Agnculiure the authority 1o establish, modify, charge.
and vollect recreation fees al Federal recreational lands, To do so. REA meyuires the Secretary (o
estahlish Recreaton Resource Advisory Commttees {Recreation RACs) in each State or region
Or Usg existing resource advisory committees (o obtam advice regarding recreation fees on
Federal recreational fands and waters managed by the USDA Forest Service. A Recreation RaC
does not need (o be established lor a Stle where the Secretery determines. in consultation with
the Cwwernor of the Stae, insufficient inleresi exists 1o ensure representanon of balanced poines
of view. The BEA gives the Secretary of the Intgror the same suthorny i regard w lands
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM .

Maore specilically, the Recreanon RACS. and any other comimitiee that wakes on the responsibalimy
of providing advice on recreation fees. make recommendatons oa the fallowing:

|. The implementation of & standard amenily recreation fee or an expanded amenity
recTetion tee or the establishment of a specibhic recreation fee site.

The chimination of 4 standand amenily recreation fee or an expanded pamenily recreation
fee,

3. The expansion or himitation of the recreation fee program.

4. The implementanon of noncommercial, individual special recreation permin fees. amd
5. The implementaton of fee-level chas -=3 (increases or decreases)
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The Forest Service and BLM elected 1o jomntly use existing BLM RACSs in the states of Anzona.
Tdahi, the Dakotas, Monana, Nevada, New Mexico, and ! ah, The Forest Service alse
chartered new Recreation RACS For the Eastern, Southern, Pacific Morthwest. and Pacibic
Southwest Regions, and the State of Coloradc. The Forest Service i wsing an existing advisory
board for the Blnck Hills Natonal Forest m South Dakota, [n addition, the Governors of three
state:  Alaska. Nebruska and Wyoming —tequested that thei o ates be exen  [rona the
Recreanon RAC requirement. and the two Depariments concurred with the exemplions.

Members were initially appoimed to the Forest Service established Recrearion RACs in Feh  ry
2007 for the Eastern. Southern & Pacific Nodhwest Regions, and July "0 far the Pacific
Southwest and stae of Colorado. Since thad Gime. member appointments have expired at varying
intervals

REA. which expires December 8, 2004, requites Recreation BACS to meet ot least once yearly
Funds tor Recreation RAC mectings comie buth Frim fee receipls as well as appropriated funds
for wivme staft 1lime.

OPTIONS

I Apprave the re-esiabiishment of the Recreation RAC charter.

PROS. Reereation RACS are reguired by the REA; therefore Failure to re-establish the
charter witl disable the Forest Service from making sny changes 1o the cumenl fee program,
In addion, our pariner agency. the Bureaw ol Land Manayement. depends on the Forest
Service established Recreanon RAC: 10 make recommemdations on their fee proposals in the
states and regaons Jeseribed.

COMNS: There are no cons o tins acnon.

2. Dusappreove the re-eseablisiment of the Recrearion RAC charter.

PROSE: There are no pros 10 1his acrion,

COMNS: The agency will be seen as disregarding a law that governs our fee program.  In
addition, the Forest Service is ope of five agencies covered upder REA. Publhic of
congressional concern aver the agency's reereation fee program management could haye
negative effects on these uther agencies,

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve Lhe re-cstablishment of the Recreanon RAC chanter.
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STAFF CONTACT:

Julie Cox

Recreation Resource Advisory Commuttee Coordinator
jacox @fs.fed.us

503-808-2984

DECISION:

Approve: ﬂ"\/ Date: L)‘i 2913

Disapprove:

Discuss with me:

Reviewed by:

Enclosures



